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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Clarl<e et al 
5,877.798. Clark discloses in column 6 line 60- column 7 line 5, a scanner in a housing 
with a scanning device, i.e. rotating mirror 1 16. Also disclosed are a pre-scan assembly 
including light source 110, lens 112 and pre-scan mirror 1 14, and a post-scan assembly 
including a post-scan fold mirror 120, a "start of scan" mirror 122 and a sensor 124. (It is 
noted that applicant recites the "end-of-scan location" in independent claim 1 . However, 
in broad interpretation, the examiner can rightfully interpret "end-of-scan" location and 
"start-of-scan" location to be co-located.) 

3. Claims 2-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomn including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 1 2-21 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fails to teach or fairiy suggest to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention, the second element for directing the beam toward the 
sensor to sense the beam at the end-of-scan location along the scan path as in claim 2, 
or the second pre-scan assembly and second sensor for detecting a third or fourth light 
beam at an end-of-scan location along a scan path as in claim 12. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karl D. Freeh whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2390. The examiner can normally be reached on maxi-flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). X7/ 

M<arl D Freeh . 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
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